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1

WAVE ENERGY TRANSMISSION
APPARATUS FOR HIGH-TEMPERATURE

ENVIRONMENTS

ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION

The invention was made by employees of the United States
Government and may be manufactured and used by or for the
Government of the United States of America for governmen-
tal purposes without the payment of any royalties thereon or
therefor. Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119, the benefit of priority
from provisional application 60/983,747, with a filing date of
Oct. 30, 2007, is claimed for this non-provisional application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention
This invention relates to wave energy transmission appa-

ratus. More specifically, the invention is a wave energy trans-
mission apparatus designed to transmit optical wave energy
from a high-temperature environment to a thermally-pro-
tected environment.

2. Description of the Related Art
Space vehicles encounter extreme elevated temperatures

(>3000° F.) and dynamic pressures that have in some cases
produced powdery char from thermally-induced, ablation-
heat-shield charring during atmospheric re-entry. The result-
ing char can fly into radiometer measurement ports such as
those installed for determining exterior re-entry heating con-
ditions on Apollos IV and VI. The heat shield char filling the
optical ports obstructs the spectral and thermal readings of the
spectrometer or radiometer. Similar problems exist in wind
tunnels, scramjet combustors, or laboratory applications
when, for example, radiometer measurement ports are
formed in a heat-shielding structure used to separate a high-
temperature environment from a thermally-protected envi-
ronment.

Additionally, transparent windows designed for high tem-
perature environments typically have a crystalline structure.
When exposed to re-entry or other high-temperature environ-
ments, differences in thermal expansion can develop along
grain boundaries in crystalline windows and lead to window
failure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide an apparatus that can be used to transmit wave energy
from a high-temperature environment to a thermally-pro-
tected environment.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will
become more obvious hereinafter in the specification and
drawings.

In accordance with the present invention, a wave energy
transmission apparatus has a conduit defined by solid walls
made from a refractory oxide. The conduit has a first open end
and a second open end. A transparent, amorphous ceramic
window is coupled to a portion of the solid walls at the first
open end of the conduit. Wave energy impinging on the win-
dow is passed therethrough to the conduit's first open end.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a wave transmission
apparatus in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

2
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the wave energy trans-

mission apparatus installed in a wall structure in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
5 a wave energy transmission apparatus installed in a wall

structure;
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a wave energy transmis-

sion apparatus installed in a thermal protection system that
includes an ablative heat shield; and

10 FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a wave transmission
apparatus installed in a wall structure in accordance with
another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a wave transmission
apparatus installed in a wall structure in accordance with still

15 another embodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a wave transmission

apparatus installed in a wall structure in accordance with
another embodiment of the present invention.

20 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly to
FIG. 1, a wave energy transmission apparatus in accordance

25 
with an embodiment of the present invention is shown in
cross-section and is referenced generally by numeral 10. As
used herein, the phrase "wave energy" generally refers to
optical wave energy from the ultraviolet, visible and/or infra-
red spectrums. As is known in the art of space vehicle re-entry,

30 wave energy in these spectrums can be used to identify the
physical and chemical properties of the ionized plasma
behind a space vehicle's re-entry shock wave. Thus, in terms
of space vehicle re-entry, this wave energy originates in a
high-temperature environment.

35 Wave energy transmission apparatus 10 is constructed to
transmit wave energy 100 originating in a high-temperature
environment 200 to a lower-temperature environment 300.
Typically, some type of wave energy sensor 400 is located in
lower-temperature environment 300. The term "sensor" as

40 used herein refers to any type of optical sensor (e.g., photo-
diode), sensing system (e.g., spectrometer, radiometer, etc.),
or any other device/system that will use wave energy 100.
Further, sensor 400 could be positioned in line with apparatus
10 as shown, but could also be located within the interior of

45 the apparatus, or located remotely with respect to apparatus
10 without departing from the scope of the present invention.
If sensor 400 is located remotely with respect to apparatus 10,
optical fibers (not shown) would typically be used to collect
wave energy 100 from within apparatus 10 and then transmit

50 same to a remotely-located sensor 400.
For reasons that will be explained further below, apparatus

10, as shown, includes a conduit 12 whose side walls define a
conically-shaped section formed by solid walls 14 made from
a high-temperature refractory oxide. The exterior surface

55 14A of solid walls 14 can be conical (as shown) or other
simple or complex geometric shapes without departing from
the scope of the present invention. The tapered end 12A of
conduit 12 has a transparent window 16 fitted therein. Win-
dow 16 can be made from a refractory ceramic, for example,

60 amorphous ceramic.
When high-temperature environment 200 is a re-entry

shockwave generated in an oxygen environment, walls 14 can
be made, for example, from zirconia, hafnia, yttria, or mix-
tures thereof, while window 16 can be made, for example,

65 from yttria, neodymium-doped yttria, yttria-stabilized zirco-
nia, or zirconia, Additionally, for non-oxygen environments,
window 16 could also be made from boron carbide, silicon
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carbide or diamond. Mixtures or combinations of these win-
dow materials could also be potentially used.

Window 16 can be fitted in conduit 12 in a variety of ways
without departing from the scope of the present invention. If
an adhesive is used to fix window 16 in conduit 12, the
adhesive must be able to withstand the temperatures of high-
temperature environment 200. Window 16 could also be
press-fit or insertion bonded to conduit 12 as would be under-
stood in the art. For example, walls 14 could be formed to
define a recess 18 that supports window 16 axially while an
interference fit is formed between the radial walls of window
16 and the radial walls of recess 18. Such insertion bonding
techniques are disclosed by, for example, H. E. Pattee et al.,
"Joining Ceramics and Graphite to Other Materials," NASA
SP5052, 1968, which is hereby incorporated by reference as
if set forth in its entirety.

Referring now to FIG. 2, wave energy transmission appa-
ratus 10 is installed in a wall structure 20 designed to ther-
mally protect environment 300 from the high temperatures in
environment 200. In this embodiment, tapered end 12A with
window 16 fitted therein is flush with the surface 20A of wall
structure 20. Conduit 12 extends fully through wall structure
20. The conical shape of conduit 12 minimizes the footprint of
apparatus 10 at surface 20A, while increasing the surface area
for coupling thereof to structure 20. Coupling and/or bonding
of walls 14 to wall structure 20 can be achieved in a variety of
ways without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion.

As mentioned above, the exterior surface of walls 14 can
define a geometric shape other than the conical shape shown
in FIGS. 1 and 2. For example, FIG. 3 illustrates an exterior
wall shape that incorporates a step 14S in the exterior surface
of walls 14, Step 14S facilitates the retention of apparatus 10
in wall structure 20 where a pressure force F is applied axially
to apparatus 10 as is the case when, for example, wall struc-
ture 20 defines a re-entry structure for a space vehicle.

When the present invention is to be included in a space
vehicle's re-entry structure, wall structure 20 will define a
thermal protection system with surface 20A being typically
formed by an ablative heat shield material. In this case, wave
energy transmission apparatus 10 can be positioned such that
tapered end 12A with window 16 fitted therein protrudes from
surface 20A as shown in FIG. 4. In this way, ablative char
generated upon re-entry will not collect on window 16.

The various conically-shaped conduits described thus far
can be used to transmit wave energy through the air space
contained by the conduit. Another option is to position one or
more optical fibers in the conduit to transmit the wave energy
transmitted through window 16, for example, to a remote
location. For extremely high temperature applications (e.g.,
space vehicle re-entry applications), another option is illus-
trated in FIG. 5 where one or more optical fibers are encased
in a protective tube that is positioned in conduit 12. Specifi-
cally, a refractory oxide, solid-wall elongated housing 30
(e.g., an elongated cylinder made from zirconia) defines one
or more axially-oriented through holes 32 (e.g., two are
shown in the illustrated example). Each hole 32 encases one
or more optical fiber(s) 34. In this way, housing 30 thermally
protects the encased optical fibers 34. One end of housing 30
is positioned adjacent to window 16 so that optical energy
passing therethrough is coupled into fibers 34.

In still another possible embodiment of the present inven-
tion, refractory oxide housing 30 with optical fiber(s) 34
housed therein is installed directly in a wall structure 20 as
illustrated in FIG. 6. Here, window 16 is bonded to one end of
housing 30 that is located at or near surface 20A. The com-

4
bination of window 16/housing 30/fibers 34 provides the
same functions as window 16/conduit 12 as explained earlier
herein.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the
5 elongate refractory oxide housing could be a one-piece coni-

cal structure as shown in FIG. 7 where solid-wall housing 40
has axially-oriented through holes 42, each of which encases
one or more optical fibers 44. Window 16 can be coupled to
one end of housing 40 as described above. As in other

io embodiments, the exterior surface of solid-wall housing 40
can be conical (as shown) or other simple or complex geo-
metric shapes without departing from the scope of the present
invention.

The advantages of the present invention are numerous. The
15 wave energy transmission apparatus will transmit wave

energy from a high-temperature environment to a lower-tem-
perature environment. The present invention provides a
simple solution to the problem of collecting optical wave
energy data from a space vehicle's re-entry shockwave. How-

20 ever, the present invention can also be used in scramjet com-
bustors or lab applications where wave energy from a high
temperature environment must be transmitted to measure-
ment sensors maintained in a lower temperature environment.
Thus, the present invention can be used in a wide range of

25 temperatures, advantageously including very high tempera-
ture environments, such as those exceeding 3500° F.

The exact dimensions, including the apparatus's overall
size, and wall and window widths (thickness), will vary in
accordance with the particular application, as would be

3o known to one skilled in the art (e.g., depending on pressure,
temperature, support structure size, sensor size, etc.). How-
ever, in one exemplary, non-limiting embodiment, for
example when used in a heat shield during re-entry, in accor-
dance with the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the height (or

35 length) of the apparatus might be between about 3" and 4", the
width (thickness) of the walls 14 might be about V16" to '/s",
the length or diameter of the window 16 may be between
about 1/4' to 3/4", and the window width (thickness), might be
between about 1/8" to 1/4".

40 Additional discussion of the present invention, including
materials and apparatus that might be used in or with the
current invention, can be found in the following article which
is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety: Buckley,
John D., Carlberg, Ingrid A., Kelliher, Warren C., Edwards,

45 William C., Schott, Timothy D. "Innovative Structural
Design and Materials for Transmission to and Protection of
UV and IR Sensors during Atmospheric Re-Entry or in Other
High-Temperature Environments (>3500° F.)," Proceedings
ofthe32 "d Annual (ITAR) Conference on Composites, Mate-

5o rials & Structures, Jan. 28-31, 2008, in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
sponsored by the U. S. Advanced Ceramics Association, com-
pact disc, Jul. 2008.

Although the invention has been described relative to spe-
cific embodiments thereof, there are numerous variations and

55 modifications that will be readily apparent to those skilled in
the art in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be
understood that, within the scope of the appended claims, the
invention may be practiced other than as specifically
described.

60 What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A wave energy transmission apparatus for transmitting
optical wave energy from a high-temperature environment to
a thermally-protected environment, comprising:

65 a conic, open-ended tube made from at least one refractory
oxide, said tube adapted to be installed in a thermally-
protective structure such that said tube extends there-
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through, said tube having a tapered end positioned
proximate to a sidewall of the structure that will be
exposed to a high-temperature environment; and

a transparent window made from an amorphous ceramic
selected from the group consisting of yttria and zirconia,
said window being bonded into said tube at and flush
with said tapered end thereof.

2. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 1,
wherein the sidewall is a heat shield, and wherein said tapered
end protrudes from, or is flush with, an outer surface of the
heat shield.

3. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 1,
wherein said at least one refractory oxide is selected from the
group consisting of hafnia, yttria, and zirconia.

4. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 1,
further comprising at least one optical fiber disposed in said
tube and extending therethrough.

5. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 1,
wherein an exterior surface of said tube defines at least one
stepped region adapted to be captured within the structure.

6. A wave energy transmission apparatus, comprising:
• thermal protection structure having a first side exposed to

a high-temperature environment and a second side that is
thermally protected from the high-temperature environ-
ment;

• substantially conically-shaped conduit defined by solid
walls made from refractory oxide, said conduit having a
first open end and a second open end with a diameter of
said first open end being less than a diameter of said
second open end, said solid walls further defining an
exterior region engaged within said thermal protection
structure, said conduit extending from said first side of
said structure to said second side of said structure; and

• transparent window fitted into said conduit at and flush
with said first open end thereof wherein wave energy
entering said first open end passes through said window,
said window being made from an amorphous ceramic
selected from the group consisting of yttria and zirconia.

7. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 6,
wherein said refractory oxide is selected from the group con-
sisting of hafnia, yttria, zirconia, and mixtures thereof.

6
8. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 6,

wherein said first open end of said conduit protrudes from,
said first side of said structure.

9. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 6,
5 wherein said exterior region defines at least one step captured

within said thermal protection structure.
10. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 6,

further comprising at least one optical fiber disposed in said
conduit and extending between said first open end and said

io second open end.
11.A wave energy transmission apparatus for transmitting

optical wave energy from a high-temperature environment
experienced by a space vehicle during atmospheric re-entry to
a thermally-protected environment within the space vehicle,

15 comprising:
a thermally-protective structure that includes an ablative

heat shield adapted to be exposed to the high-tempera-
ture environment experienced during atmospheric re-
entry;

20 an open-ended, concially-shaped tube made from at least
one refractory oxide and installed in said thermally-
protective structure such that said tube extends there-
through, said tube having an end positioned proximate to
said ablative heat shield; and

25 a transparent window made from an amorphous ceramic
selected from the group consisting of yttria and zirconia,
said window being bonded into said tube at and flush
with said end proximate to said ablative heat shield.

12. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 11,
30 wherein said end of said tube and said window protrude from,

ablative heat shield.
13. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 11,

wherein said at least one refractory oxide is selected from the
group consisting of hafnia, yttria, and zirconia.

35 14. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 11,
further comprising at least one optical fiber disposed in said
tube and extending therethrough.

15. A wave energy transmission apparatus as in claim 11,
wherein an exterior surface of said tube defines at least one

40 step captured within said thermally protective structure.
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